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It has been controversially noted in recent years that the legal profession is 

segmented by gender, race and ethnicity with an unequal distribution of opportunities 

available to young lawyers.  This statement was the very myth that the United 

Kingdom Law Students’ Association (UKLSA), along with the much appreciated 

assistance of our honorary member His Honour Judge Marc Dight had a vision to 

dispel. Max Wilson, using his capacity as UKLSA Equalities Officer forged the idea of 

a networking event to promote the possibility of meritocracy and success regardless of 

social background, age, disability, gender, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation or any 

other reason. The event would be intended for lawyers among the profession who also 

share that vision, and for as many students as it was feasibly possible in any year of 

study that may for one reason or another be apprehensive about applying for a career 

in the legal profession. It was our intention to create and provide an event that 

provided a forum to have students’ questions addressed and for them to be 

encouraged to apply for a career in the law. 

After several months of planning the event became a reality on Wednesday 7
th
 

March. The evening was separated in two halves, the first part dedicated to our guest 
speakers, five senior members of the profession: The Rt Hon. Lady Justice Hallett, 
The Hon. Mrs. Justice Nicola Davies, The Hon. Mr. Justice Rabinder Singh, Michael 

Todd QC – Chairman of the Bar Council, and John Wotton - President of the Law 
Society of England and Wales to whom we, the UKLSA, owe our sincerest 
gratitude, for providing us and all the attendees with an insight to each of their 
enlightening, diverse and  inspirational routes into the profession.  

 
The second half of the evening was assigned for networking in a unique ‘speed-
dating’ style. This provided an opportunity for students to informally network 
among the guest speakers and representatives from: The Society of Black 

Lawyers, Honourable Society of the Inner Temple, The Bar Lesbian and Gay 
Group (BLAGG), Lawyers with Disabilities Division (LDD) of the Law Society, 
Middle Temple Students’ Association, StretLaw, The Chancery Bar Association, 
The Commercial Bar Association (COMBAR) and United Kingdom Law 
Students’ Association (UKLSA) 
 
 Kashmir Rai a student at Beal High school said of the event; “I found it extremely useful gaining an insightful view of the level 
of equality within the Law system, I was not aware of the great equality within the Law field but by attending the event it 
showed me that there is an equal chance for everybody. It was also great to get the chance to speak to other Solicitors, 
Barristers, Judges and Students as it gave me an opportunity to further my knowledge of any issues I was unsure about.’ 

 
Joanne Wicks QC on behalf of the Chancery Bar Association commented that: The 
feedback from the Association’s members was uniformly positive. One commented that it 
was “by far the most excellent outreach to students from all backgrounds I have attended in 
many years”… The universal view was that the format of speeches followed by networking 
worked well and should be repeated. It gave the practitioners a good opportunity to speak 
to students and there were clearly a number of myths about the Bar to be dispelled. 
 
We are very grateful to all the support and assistance from our guest speakers, sponsors, 
attendees and HHJ Dight without whom we could not have made the evening possible. 

Overall the event was a truly inspirational and thoroughly enjoyable evening for all and 
having received positive feedback from students and practitioners from a very diverse 
spectrum, the UKLSA continue to achieve our initial association aims to bring the law 
community together on student issues to support law students across the country, and we   
look forward to providing more opportunities to not only dispel the myth but work towards 
eradicating it completely.  
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Guest Speakers share their inspirational 

pathways to the profession 

“Attending the UKLSA Equalities Event 2012 was 
both insightful and hope-provoking. The 
message of the evening stimulated that the legal 
profession has, is and will be interested in only 
the best people, regardless of background. This 
ethos resonated with the attendees in an 
approachable and empathetic context providing 
hope and realism for future applicants” 
 
Dominic Thomas-James 
Vice President of the Bar Society of King's 
College London".  

 

Students networking among members of the 
legal profession 

 


